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NOTES
CORRECTIONS TO NBR 51:18. On line 8 of page 18 of the March 1983 Bird Review the
number of parties for North Platte should be 3, rather than 30. At the bottom of the page, the
Olivaceous Cormorant was taken at Sutherland, Lincoln County (Lincoln was left out).
MORE ON THE A.0.u. CHECKLIST. The 6th Edition of the A.0.u. Checklist has been
released, and some of the loose ends in the previous report on it (NBR 50:74) can now be tied up.
The Crested Tinamou (no Elegant) is listed in Appendix D - introduced species, either not
established or not sufficient importance to be included on the hypothetical list (Appendix B).
Mexican Duck is included with Mallard because of extensive hybridization. The Japanese Quail
(Coturnix japonica) is listed because it is established in the Hawaiian Islands (which were not
included in the 5th but are included in the 6th Edition). The Common Quail (Cortunix coturnix),
which was introduced in Nebraska, apparently has not been successfully introduced anywhere
in North America. The Screech-Owl complex is discussed in Marshall (1967, W. Found.
Vertebr. Zool. Monogr., no. 1, pp. 1-72). The eastern edge of the Western Screech-Owl's
distribution is northern Idaho, western Montana, southeastern Colorado, and extreme western
Oklahoma. Gray-headed Junco has been included with Slate-colored, but the book provides
distribution data for each of three groups (Slate-colored, White-winged, and Gray-headed). The
Rosy Finches have been merged with an Asiatic form, but the North American forms have been
treated like the Juncoes: distribution data is given for each of Gray-crowned, Black, and Browncapped Rosy Finch groups.
MINDEN NOTES. Some Pine Siskins were included with the usual winter birds at feeding
stations. Mrs. Michael Bunder had some House Finches in her yard, and a Pygmy Nuthatch was
seen from 20 January to 20 April, 1983. Two or three Brown Creepers were noted in the Minden
area, also. On 23 February, southeast of town but still in Kearney Co., I saw thousands of the
blue morph of Snow Geese with only one white morph among them. I saw my first geese on 15
February, maybe 300·400 of what I took to be White-fronted, flying north. My first Purple Martin
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was heard about 20 April, and one seen 2 May. Northern Orioles and House Wrens appeared
the first week of May. On 7 May I observed Harris', White-crowned, Clay-colored, and
Savannah Sparrows and Northern Rough-winged and Barn Swallows. On 10 May I saw my first
Redheaded Woodpecker, and on 11 May I heard Warbling Vireo and Orchard Oriole calls.
- Harold Turner, P.O. Box 333, Minden, Nebraska 68959

TOWER KILLS. The weather system in mid-September 1982 was a slow-moving cold front
that stalled out along the Nebraska-Missouri border and produced 5 windy, rainy, cloudy nights
that were hard on migrants. From 12 to 16 September I picked up 320 casualties at the KCNATV tower, east of Albion. There were 42 species, including Least Bittern*; Virginia, Sora, and
Yellow* Rails; Solitary Sandpiper, Mourning Dove, Black-billed Cuckoo, Traill's Flycatcher;
House, Sedge, and Marsh Wrens; Gray Catbird; Swainson's and Gray-cheeked Thrushes;
Ruby-crowned Kinglet; Yellow-throated*, Solitary, Red-eyed, and Warbling Vireos; 16 Warblers
Yellow, Black-and-white, Tennessee, Nashville, Magnolia, Black-throated, Green,
Blackburnian, Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush, Mourning, MacGillivray's, Common
Yellowthroat, Yellow-breasted Chat*, Wilson's, Canada, and American Restart; Bobolink;
Yellow-headed and Red-winged Blackbirds; Orchard and Northern Orioles; and Savannah and
Lincoln's Sparrows.
*Specially notable.
-Wayne J. Mollhoff, 736 S. Third, Albion, Nebraska 68620
SUMMER 1983 IN KEARNEY COUNTY. A lone Great Blue Heron showed up early in
August and stayed until about the end of September. A Shoveler was seen on a field pond 20 July
and the others with it probably were the same. I saw only one covey of Bobwhites during the
summer. On 30 September I saw my first Greater Yellowlegs in several years. Solitary and
Spotted Sandpipers were here in late August and early September. I usually saw Upland
Sandpipers as singles, but once saw about 6 together. Mourning Doves stayed through
September. I heard a Yellow-billed Cuckoo call in Minden 18 June - the only record of this
species this year. Red-headed Woodpeckers and Flickers were present. Purple Martins first
became noticeable about mid-April, but then apparently were rather scarce, and were last noted
about 10 August. Quite a congregation of Cliff Swallows showed up in mid-September. I saw
Barn Swallows as late as 21 September. Blue Jays were present, White-breasted Nuthatches
were seen occasionally, and House Wrens were fairly regular. A Sprague's Pipit showed up 30
September. Cardinals were regular. Blue Grosbeak calls were heard 20 July and on one or two
later trips. By mid-August Savannah Sparrows were present. Grasshopper Sparrows were also
present, and about 20 July I saw an immature at very close range. I saw Orchard Orioles the
same day.
My brother Elwin, who lives in Adams Co., had a Cooper's Hawk in his area this season and,
probably early August, found a Grasshopper Sparrow's nest with 3 eggs and 1 chick.
-

Harold Turner, P.O. Box 333, Minden, Nebraska 68959

RED-BREASTED MERGANSERS. I saw 9 male and 2 female Red-breasted Mergansers on
Crystal Cove (a borrow pit at the junction of US 77 and 1-29, inSouthSioux City) yesterday and
today (l April 1983). They were reported as early as 23 March.
- Bill Huser, 319 W. 17th St., South Sioux City, Nebraska 68776

OSPREY. An Osprey sat on a tree on my skyline for about an hour, eating a fish, on the
evening of 26 April 1983. I ran out to look during the ads on the 5:00 PM news. It was there from
about 4:45 to about 5:45.
- Doris Gates, Route 1, Box 25, Chadron, Nebraska 69337
AVIAN TUBERCULOSIS IN A RED-TAILED HAWK. On 16 Aug. 1978, I salvaged a Redtailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) that had been road killed on U.S. highway 34, 1 km east of
Holbrook, Furnas Co., Nebr. While preparing the bird as a study skin, I noticed that the bird was
diseased. The bird was thin but not starving, with the keel protruding 3-4 mm. The liver was
nearly twice the normal size and both it and the heart were filled with pale-colored,
granulomatous nodules 2·6 mm in diameter. Since I had encountered this condition in a raptor
before (Mollhoff, Wilson Bull. 88:505,1976), I preserved the liver in 70% ethanol forfurther study.
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I submitted the liver as a tissue sample to a histology lab for diagnosis. A diagnosis of infection of
Mycobacteria sp. was made, based on demonstration of characteristic morphology and staining
with acid-fast stain. Identification to species level was not attempted because the apparatus
necessary to work safely with this group of organisms was not available at the lab where I work.
Other information concerning this specimen is as follows: The bird was an adult male weighing
820 gm. and in very worn plumage. The only evidence of molt was 2 new rectrices. The crop
contained the remains of Prairie Vole (Microtus ochrogaster) and a Plains Garter Snake
(Thamnophis radix) 38 em in length. The stomach held the partially digested remains of another
garter snake (Thamnophis sp.) that was 50-75% larger than the one in the crop. The habitat in
the area was a mixture of open farmland and native mid-grass prairie with some riparian
woodland nearby along the Republican River.
The bird has been placed in the vertebrate biology collection at Wayne State College, Wayne,
Nebr. 68787; catalog accession no. 460.
Special thanks go to Dr. Wilber A. Haynes, DVM, DO, of Midwest Clinical Laboratories,
Omaha, Nebr.
-Wayne J. Mol/hoff, 736 S. Third, Albion, Nebr. 68620
HARLAN'S RED-TAILED HAWK. A dark-phase Harlan's Red-tail (Buteo jamaicensis
harlani) was found in a severely weakened condition on 3 April 1983, 1.5 m. south, 3 m. west of
Petersburg, Boone Co., Nebraska, by Belle Esau. She approached the bird and, upon finding it
too weak to fly, she picked it up, took it home, and placed it in a covered outdoor pen. She called
me to confer about it. I went and took pictures that day. She force-fed the bird with hamburger. It
was too weak to offer resistance and seemed to lack proper coordination and balance. She kept
it and fed it until 7 April, when she brought it to me. At that time it was regaining strength and
becomind difficult for her to handle. I fed it some mice, shrews, and small birds from my freezer
until 10 April, at which time I took it out to the edge of the sandhills to take more pictures.
I tethered it to a dead snag with some string, and while I was getting my camera ready, it
broke the string and flew off before I got a single picture. It seemed to fly well, and landed (with
apparently adequate coordination) in a cottonwood, about 400 meters away. J ran over to flush it
again to see if it could repeat the flight. This time it flew away, going southwest, out of sight. After
much searching I found it (or another with identical markings) 2.5 hours later and 4.5 miles
southwest of the point of escape. It was observed for about 15 minutes with a spott ing scope, ilnd
when I flushed it ;;m obviousl~1 extended crop was easily visible, indicating that it had been
hur:ting successfu1!~'.
It's jack .:If b:llancc, strength, ;;md coordinut:on when it ',.<;"s ilrst found made me thirk it f{:'Jst
have been suffering f~om insecticide/pesticide poiso'1inS, and I didn'; expec ii' to r('co\,(;r. i
thought it :nore 1ikely thcli it was starving as a result of lack of coordination :l ro:11 the effects of
poison), ret her than merely Iro:n pO::Jr hUEting It appealed to r'xover SI:T.p!y by being fed,
making i', ilppear to be a siinple case of starvati::Jll. At any' rate, it see'T1ed to ha··;e recovered.
-WJyne J. MoI!hoff, 736 S. Tl:ird, Ii/blon, N:>brcsK:O 58620
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PEREGRINE FALCON. vlie saw 2 Peregrine Falcons 50crobe; 1982, near Fish Lilke, 28
miles south and 2 east of Bassett, Rock Co, They flew ah~ad of the car, 3.lighting on telephone
poles, so we had good looks at them. We followed them for about a mile, Johrl Jarosz, retired
from the U. of Minnesota Museum, and Robert Jarosz were with me.
-Harvey L. Gunderson, 1200 Superior, Lincoln, Nebraska 68521
GRAY PARTRIDGE. Our nephew, Dan Osborn, has a ranch 14 miles north of Mullen in
Cherry Co. During the week of 28 January 1983 he saw a Gray Partridge in his shelter belt. He
got a good look at the rusty spot on the belly and the face markings, and the rufous tail as it flew
away. He said it acted tired and perhaps blew in from South Dakota on some of the strong north
winds.
-Wilma Wyman, 1401 East Second Street, North Platte, Nebraska 69101
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SOUTH SIOUX CITY. I am fortunate enough to live a few blocks from an old oxbow of the
Missouri, which fills up with water in the spring. And this spring it has much more water than
usual and hence covers much more area. So far, I've had the excitement of seeingSoras, Virginia
Rails, Northern Waterthrushes and one of the Marsh Wrens, all of which have eluded me for too
long. On 15 May 1983 I saw a Sharp-tailed Sparrow.

- Bill Huser, 319 W. 17th St., South Sioux City, Nebraska 68776
SANDHILL CRANES. On the weekend of 19 April 1983 we saw a partial albino Sandhill
Crane. The bird had a white body and neck, and partially white and gray wings, giving the wings a
mottled appearance. The bird was on the outskirts of the fiock and was often chased by Cranes
of normal appearance. It had normal head coloration.

- Mark Brogie, 1120 Main Street, Wayne, Nebraska 68787
On 2 April 1983 Bill Lemburg, Mrs. Cortelyou, and I saw a Sandhill Crane with a stiff white
neck collar, and a shorter stiff white leg band on the upper right leg. This was from US 281, a mile
or so south of 1-80.
-

R.G. Cortelyou, 5109 Underwood Avenue, Omaha, Nebraska 68132

PIPING PLOVERS AND LEAST TERNS. On 15 May 1983, near the headgate of the Loup
irrigation canal, where it leaves the Loup River, 3 m. south and 4 m. west of Genoa, Nance Co.,
Nebraska, I found Piping Plovers and Least Terns. Both were using the temporary sandbars left
where the dredging operation dumped the sand. I found a Piping Plover nest on 5 June and
another on 4 July. The first had 4 eggs, the second had 5 eggs. On 4 July I also found a Least Tern
nest with 2 eggs. I was unable to return to check for nesting success. It is a hazardous nesting
area for both species, due to the constantly changing dredging operations, numerous raccoons
in the area, and frequent use of the area for recreational use of motorcycles, three-wheelers, etc.
I did not have a chance to check the adjacent Loup River for nesting by either species.

- Wayne J. Mol/hoff, 736 S. Third, Albion, Nebraska 68620
PIPING PLOVER NESTS. Barbara Wilson and the Padelfords have an article in Iowa Bird
Life (53:69) September 1983 on two Piping Plover nests they observed at the Iowa Power and
Light Company settling ponds, south of Council Bluffs, Iowa, and just across the Missouri River
east of Fontenelle Forest. One nest, found 6 June 1983, had 4 eggs but was abandoned by 16
June. The nest of another pair was found 11 June and hatched 3 young on 22 June. At least one
of the chicks survived to 21 July.
MOUNTAIN PLOVER. I was searching for Mountain Plovers in western Kimball Co. on 13
July 1983. I found one adult with three young in a short-grass pasture 3 to 4 miles north of
Highway 30, 1mile east of the Nebraska- Wyoming border. The pasture contained grazing cattle,
and the birds were foraging near the herd. The young were less than half grown; the black spots
of the downy plumage were easily visible on their heads and backs.
-Terry A. Cox, MD., 5419 Western Avenue, Omaha, Nebraska 68132
BURROWING OWL. As Don and I were driving through Valentine NWR near dusk on 4 July
1982 our attention was crawn to a bird near the load. It was hovering in the manner of an
American Kestrel, but in size and shape more resembled a Burrowing Owl. It would hover for a
few seconds, fly 20 feet or so, and hover again. Eventually it lended on a haybale and we were
able to confirm that it was a Burrowing Owl. Although it is mentioned in Bent, I had not
witnessed this behavior before.

-lanya Bray, 970S Grover, Omaha, Nebraska 68124
TREE SWALLOWS. On 15 May 1983 I found a colony of nesting Tree Swallows, near the
headgate of the Loup irrigation canal, where it leaves the Loup River, 3 m. south, 4 m. west of
Genoa, Nance Co., Nebraska. The Swallows were nesting in dead snags standing in the shallow
water of the settling basin, where sand was being dredged from the canal. The nests were mostly
from 15-30 feet above the water, and I estimated a minimum of 30-50 nesting pairs, although it
could be a much higher number.
-

Wayne J. Mol/hoff, 736 S. Third, Albion, Nebraska 68620
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FEWER CROWS AT HOLDREGE. Last year (early 1982) up to 100,000 Crows were
estimated to be at Holdrege (NBR 50:47). An estimated 25,000 were present in December 1982,
but the Christmas ice storm seemed to discourage them and it was not anticipated that the
number would get much greater.
BIRD BANDING RETURNS. These birds were banded at the Chet Ager Nature Center,
Lincoln. A Black-capped Chickadee banded by Dr. Esther Bennett 2 September 1974 was
recovered by me 3 May 1978,24 March 1979, 9 April 1980, 14 March 1981, and 18 April 1983. A
Common Yellowthroat, banded 17 June 1977 by Hazel Diggs, was recovered by me 13 May
1980, 14 May 1981, and 19 May 1982. And an Orange-crowned Warbler, banded by me 22
September 1980, was recovered 1 February 1981 in EI Gde, Gto, (Guanajuato?), Mexixo.
- Mabel Ott, 2718 So. 33rd St., Lincoln, Nebraska 68506
WAYNE COUNTY. I saw a couple of unusual birds this fall in the shelter belt on the Keith
Erikson farm, 8 m. north and 1 m. west of Wayne. On 17 September 1983 Igot to within 10 feet of
a Northern Mockingbird, which was in thick cover. On 8 October Isaw a female Black·throated
Blue Warbler, which stayed around long enough for Mark and Ed Brogie and Layne Johnson to
come out and see it. I saw the white wing spot, the dark cheek, eye stripe, and the half moon
under the eye.
- Mark Erickson, RR 2, Wayne, Nebraska 68787
PIPITS AND LONGSPURS. On our way home from the 1983 Halsey meeting Ray Korpi and I
took the road from Purdham to Brewster, along the North Loup, and saw Water Pipits and
Chestnut-collared Longspurs (25 September 1983)

- Russ Benedict, 303 Orchard Drive, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005
NORTHERN SHRIKE. Tanya Bray, Sandy Kovanda, and I saw a Northern Shrike on 24
February 1983 at DeSoto Bend NWR, on the Nebraska side.
- Babs Padelford, 1405 Little John Road, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005
LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH. On 14 July 1983 a Louisiana Waterthrush found its way into
Perry Center on the Doane campus. Here is how we got the bird out of the building: I held a stick
about two feet long and invited the bird to hop on it. When it accepted my invitation Icarried the
stick and bird slowly to the door and out onto the steps. For several minutes I stood there,
holding the stick with the bird on it, and talking to two staff members who were helping me (or
was I helping them? - they saw the bird first) get the bird out of the building. The bird just sat
there on the stick, occasionally closing and opening its eyes, until it finally flew off in the direction
of the Doane Lake.
- Mildred Gross, 945 Longwood Drive, Crete, Nebraska 68333
HOODED WARBLER. On 17 June 1982 our cat carried into our backyard an adult male
Hooded Warbler in full breeding plumage. Our house is at the south edge of town near Chadron
State College. There are plenty of large trees and understory shrubbery in this part of town and it
is very likely that the bird was caught somewhere within a three block radius of our house. The
Hooded Warbler is listed in the Field Checklist for Birds of the Nebraska Pine Ridge Area as
being only an occasional migrant. The plumage of this bird at the time of year suggests that it may
have been attempting to breed in the Chadron area. This specimen has been turned over to Dr.
Randy Lawson in the Department of Biological Sciences at Chadron State College.
- George E. Probasco, 926 Bordequx St., Chadron, Nebraska 69337
SONG SPARROW. On 19 May 1983 I flushed a Song Sparrow from a nest containing 5
eggs. The nest was near the banks of Beaver Creek, 1 m. south and 2 m. east of Albion, Boone
Co., Nebraska. It was a cup of dead grass, lined with fine roots, with the rim of the nest 1 inch
above ground level. It was placed in a clump of brome grass, about 2 inches tall, in an area of
clumps of grass interspersed with bare sand, shorter grass, willow brush, cottonwood and ash
trees.
When I visited the nest again on 3 June there were 4 or 5 young, almost completely
feathered. I didn't try to get an accurate count because I didn't want to approach the nest any
closer, because of the frequency of raccoon, mink, opossum, and skunks in the area.
On 10 June I found the adults apparently tending young in some dense undergrowth about
30 feet away, but I couldn't find the young. I later collected the nest for Wayne State College.

-

Wayne J. Mollhoff, 736 5. Third, Albion, Nebraska 68620
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HOUSE FINCH NEST AT GRAND ISLAND. On 24 May 1983 we noticed House Finches,
and on 30 April they started nesting in a white spruce. Gary Lingle checked the tree 5 May and
flushed the bird from the nest. He didn't check any further for fear of spooking the birds. The
nestlings could be heard 26 May, and on 31 May Gary determined that there were 3 nestlings. On
3 June Dennis Grundman took a picture of the young - he thought there were only 2 - in the
nest. He had only an hour and the adults didn't show. The birds were theorange variant, shown
in Peterson's new guide. The birds were very vocal before they started to nest, but very secretive
afterwards.
- Vera Coons, 20 Chantilly, Grand Island, Nebraska 68801

Young Barn-Owls in a grain bin north ofArcher, Merrick County, photographed by Dennis
Grundman, Grand Island, in early July, 1983.

